Erosion Continues to Shape Waquoit Bay

‘Wiind and waves continually reswoey [he sandy baaches thal lma the shorms
af ‘Wagueit Bay, eroding them and reamanging sand deposds. ot &8
dramalic as the changes that have occurmed &l scuth Washbum Island, yel
ower e years the changes can add up. For axample. small waves erode
Ih@ baaches (1) and ofien expoese the thizome (neol) sysiem of the bamsh
grass (2], nml:hm provides siruciure o the beach and heips R
resist oros

T "E'.‘ﬂ S | arger waves and very high tides being the warler o (ha foot of the west -
et A e TRl | #« end biuff {3 - sse map on other side) and wash sway is base. As & resul, .
== L the face of the bluff is guite unstable and sard slumps down, camying
1 Erosion From Small Waves fb - CaE o opiatian with f (3). All of this is quile natural and |s baing left to s own
T e e ] g, W mooard. Over time, the feca of the west bluff gradually wears eway
é T N alirinking the dstance betwsen the Swifl Marsion and the bay
E_* ‘Eﬂ A% the easi BT the story is quite diffarant. Lendownars thare have siowed
o 8| the loss of their property. A wall of hay bales wrapped in fish nefting was anchormd
o | #lihe base of tha bluf. Although the bales didn't |ast long - anchor stakes along
| the beach (4) mark whare the bales ware - they stabiized the baach faos. This
ahowed sand 1o accumulate and grass o {ake root {&), Lard owners aiso planied
o gress and shrube farther up the bluff (5] 50 halp stabllize B, Guy wires hold irees neat

b

ihi iop, Salaying thedr ewanbual tumile ta tha beach. Whens does fhe washed - -
Away sand gov conspicucys delka ai the east end's Calab Pond outled (G) is an

activaly growing geological feafure. Longshons cusments carmy fhe eroded sand East End of Morthem Wagquait Bay
pasbwand whers it gattles at the delta, As the nosh and of

iha bay arodes away, the dalta grows and pats larger
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the East End Biufi
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Ercded and Slumging West End Biul?




