Life Can Be Tough in a Salt Marsh

Ribbad roasals live on axposed sorfacss in @ salt marsh. Kany ive in pleces that e undersaier
only o high Side Al low tide thay Bne exposed o o ar. When e tids @ high and ey e
uncgramier, their rabiat s at the wmperabre of s wlisr. in winir, this is ofien near 32 degrees
Al ket s, thasdr mgbiat i noar air erpsraiurs, unlsss (b un (9 Bening on the mussss. and H
L e - E— BN warma them (ses graph for middey of January 27 when i reached 50+ degress). Howewar, at nigni
e e e | winier, Tie iamperature of the miussals’ ameranmant can be near zer degness (88 aaly monming

M hewrs on Januany 280, At this temperatrs, tissues in the miasel wil start o fneeze. Although they
are proteched Fom sarcus harm By Bn inlemal antfreans, they musl be vary Fardy animats io go
from frsezing temparabores 10 wErm SURERIRS OV BNG DVEr again

Winter

S

&80 Temparatureg of YWinter Habitat

Tl .3

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 AN
Day in January 2003

Iri e mpring {ard in B fall), & IBmperaiune is mong similar o the waler emperaiung. Linkks tha
uw_mmdmmm fs @ e Hﬂumlﬂﬂmﬂrm.m
temparaise changes ans fypicaly 10 to 20 degress. Tempersiufes are Modarain — wall abova meszing!
Crinng this Sime 8 musssls feed on the sbundance of food in the waber (when ey B submangsd)
and replace the eneegy they usad whils Ssunaving the winier. Thay sis resiore damaged tssues
orow. End gel raady for the spawning season thol takes place in eary summer
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