Harvesting Ribbed Mussels Damages a Salt Marsh

Ribbed mussals burrow inba salt marsh pest layers and add to the fabric of the sbructun

of the marsh, Biological achivity they stimulate in their burrows helps to cemant the mansh
matier together by making # "more sticky”. This halps the marsh sdge to reast the physical
forces that erode tha ins. In addition, & the missals fead on microscopic plants when
fhey ane submerged, the action helps to improve waber clarity, allowing sunlight ta
raach deaper inta the water and improve conditions in coastal habitats, Ribbad musseals are

Removing mussals from a marsh lesves behind a pock-merked surfaca that easily
erndas and weathers away. Mote the enlanged holes wharn mussels onde |ived,
Large. gaping holas in the demaged area indicate that many piecas have broken
away, causing the marsh ko shrink in size, It is not lkely the marsh will be able to
rebulld the damaged areas, due io losses that ocour from rising sea leval, ice
scour, and othar fectors.

also an impartant member of @ marsh's food web (8.0, walerfow! feed on Bham in winter).

Whare winter ices has
hillad Sparting noobs
and tha grass ls gane,
ribbed mussals remain
and provide struciune
fo salt marsh marging,

Whene mussals hive
besn removed, demege
b the marsh mamgins s
guite avidant Moba the
the large piaca of peal
that has broken eway
and is now submengad.

Ribbed miusssls and Spartine gress fomm a highly
productive community in @ healthy salt marsh.



