The Loss of Eelgrass Beds in Waquoit Bay

The mast commaonly obsernsed change that has occumed in Wadguoit - L-' o S .I‘f""
Bay during the Last several decades is the loss of eelgrass (ses ¥ 9 Ly
“The Ecology of Wadquaoil Bay™, M, A, Geisl. Ed). In ihe 1960, T ' T I~

Curbey et al (1971) observed “an over abundance of selgrass from
excessive growth™. Today there is almost none. The decline is ¥
altributed o mulliple factors that are the consequence of the =
development of Cape Cod. which has progressed steadily during
the period of ealgrass decline (Short and Burdick 15665

Shown here is a mosaic of several digitally processed senial images
of Waquoit Bay, taken on Apnl 27, 1950. The dark patches are
eelgrass beds duning a period wien the grass was nesr s climas .
in abusdance, It 13 clear that even with the expanse of eslgrass beds -

in the bay, there werne also barge tracts of open, sandy botlom. As a i
resull, there was a vanioly of habitals for fish, shelifish, seabirds, g
and waberfowl. .

Today the bay's botbom is thickly cowvered with several species of
algas, Some of these were present in the bay in the 18505 and
19608 and likely are in the dark patches visible n the 1851 image
Sance thess pictures were taken, the eeslgrass has disappeared
and the algae have theved. They carpet the bottom of the bay,
even the open areas shown here, The variety in the habitsts
in Waguoll Bay has been osl




