The Story of Eel Pond Beach and its Breachway |

In 18448 {£1], the beach was broad and expansive, Wagons travelled across the beach o the fams and houses
on ihe peninsula, However, over ihe years aroslon carmed away sand and the baach narmewed considerably (#2).
By the 1830s, the beach was sa low and narmow that the road was on a causeway built on wooden pilings. A

Pusricane in 1538 washed away the causeway and opened the firsi breach [#3) bul autharities quicksy flled it

When the Anrmy opaned a training base on the peninsula in 1542, they added sand (0 the beach, aleng wih rock [
groins (31 - GB) and a new road (M), (Nobe thed he 1938 opening wease bebsesn 532 and 33.) A humeans in
1844 complately washed out the beach, destroyed the med and mowead the back of the beach well norhward
Tha peninsula, cul off fom Menauhkant since then, was renamad Washbum lsland. By 1847 (#3], one
opening throwgh the beach remanad (betwaen G3 and G4) end was dredged far navigation o ha oay.

Ercsion by curfents and waves has confinuously rewarked the beach. As it moved nortward (6, W7 #E), some
g of the groins (G4 - G6) became stranted affshore a8 amall rocky [sfands o be avoided by saliars. In 1881 L
Hurricane Bob cregted & new breachway (#), cutting off the beach alogether and creating "Gull Istand”
Eresion contfinuad to change the shape of the land, The new braschway slowly moved westward (810, #11),
shrirking Gull lsland in the procass, By 2000 (#12). all thel rmmaired of it was 8 smed patch of sand. A litta
maore than & year later, Gull Island had reattached and once again thon wes only ane breachway. During
it afl, periodic dredging has kept ihe main channel, open since 1944, desp enough for baats o enter Eal
Pond, Childs River, and Wagquoit Bay.




