A History of Change at Eel Pond Beach

In 1846, Eel Pond was separated from Naruckel Sound by an exganse of dunes saveral hundred
feat wide [1}. Throe sheep and catile farms wera operated on the peninsula thet would bacome
Washourn laiand (than called Oid Menauhant), Thare were several farm buildings on the peninguls
{one of which was stil standing in the 18508). Farmers gained access to the mainiand by a road that
was bulll on the saltrmarsh and dunes bahind Eel Pond Baach, In 1875, a hotel was built reaxd k2
the wes! end of tha beach (2). It was the nucieus of 8 popular summaer colony, ane of the first an the
Capa. The water in frort of i was deep anough that children deve off the pier built for steam ferries t
1

sarving the hotel (2). By 1830, most of the beach and 8 dunes had emded away (3] and storm waves o -
lapped &t the road thal served the two eatates on the island, Tha hotel had burned down in 1818 and g .F"‘
the pier was gone, too. Waters whers it used 1o e wens now quite shaliow, apparently filed inby the |~ = § o leweh
aroging dunes. Afhough the beach had namowed, the southemn shore of Eel Pond was still in roughly | ol ertid B { d
tha sama locaticn as i hed bean In 1846, Thas would saan change, -

in 1838, a powerful hurricane washed through the besch, crasting & wide opaning thai connected Esl Pond to Nantucket Sourd. For
i first fime, Washbum island was truly &n islend. Earth movers s0on fiied the opening. however, and @ néw mad was buit on top of
nenw dunes, plled high by the Army Engineers when they used Washburn [sland s a training camp. Saon afar, in 1544, anothar
powerful hurricane weshad over the besch Bgain, creating an even largar opening then bafare. Part of this opening was ratainad and

i the navigation channel that sl cuts through the beach today. But the sand that had been used io bulld up the dunas ended up in E&l
Pond, where if filed its sauthemn portion. The sauthem share of tha pond was now mare than 100 feet north of its original posiion. The
ehanges marked the beginning of the end 1o the oyster fishery that hiad existed in Eel Pond for many yeans. it aisa marked & period of

| ransformation of the beach, becauss it was now a sand spit and subject 1o & variely of erosional forces that would sculpt if indo B never
ending array of shapes and configuralions. |t would never ba the same

Today, 2t that remains are traces of the past. Occasionally. a mat of peat (4) sppears in tha surf 2one &t the southwasiem cornar af
Washburm Island (5). It is remnants of tha old road that lead 1o the farms. Somatimes, clest tracks of oid farm tractars are viaibie ().
Slightly further east. exposed in the eroded beach face, & a layer of tar buried in the sand (7). R is the road the Army Eailt in 1842,
ginough parts of it ane more visitle further inland. The beach fsalf i saveral undred feat north af ita pasition in 1848 (8), Of course,
aven back then I was moving northward. Years before that, the beach was even wider and the dunes and marsh wers mare Expansiva,
Whiat we see today i the result of 8 natural process of shoreline change. Unforiunately, the oudcome of this change has been altered by
our astemipts b use the beach as & road and, later, o meintain a channal through it far recreational boating, Whils it may nof be evidant
al firsl. thera s often a price to pay 1o have things “our way”. At Eel Pond Beach, the price paid is easier to see than most




