Backwaters Are Important as Nursery Grounds

4 Places whare sabwaler mizes with fresh are caled sstuaries. The Waqualt Bay Nabionsd Estuarins
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frashwater marshland, hes the kowest salinfty of all the pands connecied 1o Waguol Bay (&2). Ta
ged 1o ihe pand, fish must snber the: Bay, seém inka Sage Lod Pand (#2), &nd enier e shallow,
rarrow channel that connects Sege Lot fo Fiat Pond (#3a, 84 and #5), Severs) largs groundvwaser
springs [Frestrwater) fow into Flat Pand where the freshwater marshland is. Saltwater enters via
| the chanmal and mixes with the fresfwater, The mixiuse is called brackish watler, This & axcallan
iwarsary hablat for several maring species that prefer beackiah walsrs whan they are young, such
B4 Msrring (¥} shrimp (#7), and cocasianally even sguid (RB). This is possibly because many
predators can't kolarate braciish (low salinity) conditions. An excapbion (s the Siver Gar (8§,
From Jure to October, one may Snd |uveniles of this fish reaming the channal (and cther
backwatemn of Capa Cod) in search of focd (smail fak and othar arganizma)

The rale of such backwatens as nursery habitad contibutes b one of the vary imporant funckions
of an esbuary, In fact, more than 70 percent of the species of seafosd we eat spend part of thalr
Ie cpcie in coastal areas and estuaries., ofben for this mason. Some, like tha haming, snber

places like Flat Pond 1o spawn {lay their sgps ard reproduce). Others, (ke blue crabs and squid, i 15 ocaanic
spawn alf ahore and enier astuanes 35 safe havens to develop and grow. Those that leave after | JourTEys.
deveinping may be part of huge populations that roam vast arsas of the Atlantis (sxample. #10). |

Theay are key alsmants of the food chain in this regicn of the weeld. Fisl Fand |s & smal but

irpartant rk in fhis vast acosystem, @ Juvenile Silver Gar

Ajthaigh Flat Pond may seam remaie and prisiine, iha manmade channal ihal finks it o the sae V‘
passes undar |hres rosds Two of thase mne servics roads bo parking lols of populsr besches

Fra Mashpes Town Beach (K3 c) ad Scuth Gape state beach (#30), Care mustbe takenic | et
avold discharges oF runol ram thase surfacas into tha surmawnding marshland and chanrals.

Thase, in bum, raguine parodic mainterancs (meampls #£) to answe goad flaw in the syslem, Tysasaul maviue

H-mrnmuulrﬂmmﬂhmﬂmm-dhmwﬂwﬂﬁﬂﬂnI'I'nllt — 13,5 inchas
practios wise use of pesticides ard fariiizers (o ensurs the safely of ihe Flal Pond ecoaysiam. i the ity grow o 4 s In lnngth.)

(&) Juvenile Shad (Herring) B0
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