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Presentation Outline
• Regulations to address
• Strategies 
• Case studies



Regulations

Primary Regulatory Stakeholders:
• Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection (MassDEP) 
• Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 

(EOEA)  and their Massachusetts Environmental 
Policy Act (MEPA) Unit

• Cape Cod Commission (CCC) and Development 
of Regional Impact (DRI) Process



Regulations (continued)

• MassDEP Guide to Comprehensive Wastewater Management 
Planning (CWMP), January 1996

• MassDEP  Water Resource Management Planning, no date



Regulations (continued)

• MassDEP guidance on State Revolving Fund 
(SRF) low interest loans
• 310 CMR 44.00



Regulations (continued)

• Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act 
(MEPA) regulations and review process
• 301 CMR 11.00



Regulations (continued)

• CCC regulations and guidance on 
Development of Regional Impact (DRI) 
reviews
• Enabling legislation
• Regional Policy Plan



Strategies

So…

You need the support from several important entities:
• Town
• MassDEP
• MEPA (EOEA Secretary)
• CCC



Strategies (continued)

The CWMP documents
• Plan of Study (POS)
• Needs Assessment Report (NAR)
• Alternatives Screening Analysis Report (ASAR)
• Draft CWMP (DCWMP)
• Final CWMP (FCWMP)

MassDEP typically provides an Approval Letter



Strategies 
(continued)

MEPA Review documents
• Environmental Notification Form 

(ENF)
• Draft Environmental Impact 

Report (DEIR)
• Final Environmental Impact 

Report (FEIR)
• Additional useful item

• Notice of Project Change (NOPC)

These get approved with a 
Secretary’s Certificate



Strategies 
(continued)

CCC DRI Review 
Documents
• Joint Review Process form
• Additional reports and 

studies as needed

These get approved with a 
CCC Decision



Strategies 
(continued)

Possible (linear) step by step process

• Complete CWMP (5 step process: POS, NAR, 
ASAR, DCWMP, FCWMP)

• Get Town support

• File ENF (*and get Certificate)
• Complete DEIR *
• Complete FEIR*
• File DRI Application

• Complete needed studies and get CCC Decision



Strategies (continued)

Possible Combined Process No. 1
• Complete first 4 steps of CWMP process: POS, 

NAR, ASAR, DCWMP)
• Receive Town support

• File Expanded ENF (ENF combined with 
DCWMP) and Joint Review Application (*and get 
Certificate)

• Complete combined FCWMP and FEIR *
• Receive final CCC DRI Decision



Strategies (continued)

Possible Combined Process No. 2
• File POS, ENF, and Joint Review Form at same 

time  (*and get Certificate)
• Possibly request special review process

• Complete and file NAR *
• Complete and file ASAR *
• Complete and file combined DCWMP and DEIR *
• Complete and file combined FCWMP and FEIR *
• Receive final CCC DRI Decision



Strategies (continued)

Possible Combined Process No. 3
• Complete first 3 steps of CWMP process (POS, 

NAR, ASAR)
• Receive Town support

• File ENF and Joint Review Process application 
(*and get Certificate)

• Complete combined DCWMP and DEIR *
• Complete combined FCWMP and FEIR *
• Receive final CCC DRI Decision



Provincetown Case Study: 1996 to 2001

History
Modified Combined Process No. 2

• Filed POS 
• Filed ENF and Joint Review Form at same time  and 

requested Special Review Process (*and received 
Certificate)

• Completed and filed NAR *
• Completed and filed ASAR *
• Completed and filed combined DCWMP and DEIR *
• Completed and filed combined FCWMP and FEIR *
• Received final CCC DRI Decision



Falmouth -WFH Case Study: 1998 to 2001

History
Combined Process No. 2

• Filed POS, ENF, and Joint Review Form at same time 
(*and received Certificate) 

• Completed and filed NAR
• Completed and filed ASAR
• Completed and filed combined DCWMP and DEIR *
• Completed and filed combined FCWMP and FEIR *
• Received final CCC DRI Decision



Barnstable Case Study: 1980s to 2007

History
Modified Process No. 2

• Completed and filed NAR in 1993
• Completed ASAR, filed NOPC,  and requested Special 

Review Process (*and received Certificate)
• Filed additional NOPC for implementation projects *
• Completed and filed combined DCWMP and DEIR *
• Completed and filed combined FCWMP and FEIR *
• Received final CCC DRI Decision



Chatham Case Study: 1997 to 2009

History
Modified Process No. 2

• Filed POS
• Filed ENF and Joint Review Form at same time  and 

requested Special Review Process (*and received 
Certificate)

• Completed and filed NAR *
• Filed NOPC *
• Completed and filed combined ASAR, DCWMP and 

DEIR *
• Completed and filed combined ASAR, FCWMP and 

FEIR *
• Received final CCC DRI Decision



Falmouth – S. Coast Estuaries Case Study: 
2007 & Ongoing

History
Combined Process No. 3

• Completed first 3 steps of CWMP process (POS, NAR, 
ASAR)

• Received Town support

• Filed ENF and Joint Review Process application (*and 
received Certificate)

• Will submit combined DCWMP and DEIR (late 2009)
• Will submit combined FCWMP and FEIR 
• Will get final CCC DRI Decision



Orleans Case Study: 2005 & Ongoing

History
Combined Process No. 1

• Completed first 4 steps of CWMP process: POS, 
NAR, ASAR, DCWMP)

• Received Town support
• Filed Expanded ENF (ENF combined with 

DCWMP) and Joint Review Application (*and 
received Certificate)

• Will submit combined FCWMP and FEIR 
• Will get final CCC DRI Decision



Additional Cape Projects

Mashpee
Dennis
Eastham
Yarmouth
Harwich
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