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Green Communities Act – Ch 169 of 2008

� Items for Cities and Towns
– Net Metering
– Municipal Commission
– Solar PV Procurement
– Siting Commission
– Can design, own, operate and sell electricity for 

RE facilities up to 10 MW 
– Direct procurement of energy conservation with 

utilities
– Creation of Green Communities Program
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Net Metering
� Eligibility

– Promotes renewable generation by encouraging on-site wind, solar, and 
agricultural generation under 2 MW

– Expanded from current 60 kW eligibility (which is preserved)
– In effect until the pertinent utility reaches a cap of 1% of historical peak load

� Credits
– Values are closer to a retail rate -- rather than wholesale generation (next slide)
– A customer earns a credit for the net export of kWh in a billing period (1 month)

– Allows transfer of energy credits to other customers in same utility & load zone
– Credits carry over from month-to-month if not transferred to other customers

� DPU rulemaking
– technical conference on 10/30/08

– proposed regulations issued 3/6
– technical conference 4/2
– First Round of Comments 4/14
– public hearing on tariffs 4/28
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Net Metering Credits
Size of Facility

Class I <�� � �� �
Class II > 60 kW; <�� �� � �
Class III > 1 MW; <�	 �� � �
* For municipalities and government 
entities, size applies on a per-unit basis, 
rather than per facility.

Units Class I
Class I- 
Wind, 

PV, Ag.
Class II Class III

Neighborhood 
Net Metering
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Customers should apply the bill 
elements of the host site.
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DG and Interconnection

What's on the website: 
• important information for people installing on-site generation on 

their premises (standards, upcoming workshops, policies, etc.);

• an opportunity for utility customer feedback;

• a feature for being added to an “Individual Tracking List”;
• the ability to sign-up for email updates.

In collaboration with the investor-owned 
electric utilities, DOER has created a new 
website to focus on the utility 
interconnection process.

http://sites.google.com/site/massdgic/
(or Google search:  DOER + DG)
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Green Communities Program

Serving as the hub to all Massachusetts cities 
and towns on all matters related to energy
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Green Communities Program

� DOER Programs for Municipalities
– Energy Audit Program (EAP)

� Scott Durkee, 617-626-7341
Scott.durkee@state.ma.us

– Energy Performance Contracting Technical 
Assistance

� Eileen McHugh, 617-626-7305
Eileen.mchugh@state.ma.us

– Green Communities Grant, Loan and Technical 
Assistance Program
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Green Communities Grant Program 
� Provides up to $10M annually in grants and loans to 

qualifying communities
� Qualification Criteria

– File an application
– Adopt as-of-right siting, in designated locations, for RE/AE 

generation, or RE/AE R&D, or RE/AE manufacturing 
– Adopt expedited (12 month) application/permitting process
– Establish an energy use baseline inventory with a program 

to reduce baseline by 20% in 5 years
– Purchase only fuel-efficient vehicles
– Require all new residential construction > 3000 ft2, and new 

commercial and industrial real estate construction to 
minimize life-cycle energy costs
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Green Communities - As-of-right Siting
� Provides for the allowed use of, and does not 

unreasonably regulate – no special permit allowed
� For Green Communities Program, siting is in 

designated locations
� May be subject to non-discretionary site plan review 

to ensure consistent with as-of-right bylaw and state 
and federal law

� Development projects that are consistent cannot be 
prohibited

� Model as-of-right wind bylaw
http://www.mass.gov/Eoeea/docs/doer/gca/gc-model-wind-bylaw-

mar-10-2009.pdf
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Becoming a Green Community – Why 
Do it? 

� Economic Benefits – save energy
� Environmental benefits – reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions
� Recognition – Sustainability leader in the 

Commonwealth

� Grants - to become even greener
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Green Communities Program - Timeline
� Funds allocated for Green Communities from RGGI 

auctions of 9/25 and 12/17
� Beginning rollout of program 

– RFI to municipalities
– RFR for consultants to provide tech assistance
– Website, tools added over time:

� Draft qualification criteria
� Model as-of-right by-laws
� Spreadsheet for vehicle mpg criteria
� Link to stretch code
� Energy Information Reporting System coming soon

� Grants will fund significant energy efficiency 
initiatives, renewable energy, innovative projects
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Regional Coordinators

� Serve as liaisons directly with cities and 
towns on all matters related to energy –
posting closed April 3rd.

� Will be located at each of the DEP Regional 
Offices:
– SERO – Lakeville
– NERO – Wilmington
– CERO – Worcester
– WERO - Springfield
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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 -
STIMULUS

� MA Clean Cities/Green Communities Municipal Vehicles 
Program

– Funds incremental costs for hybrids and alternative fuel
http://www.mass.gov/Eoeea/docs/doer/ARRA/2009/03/19/cc-stimulus-munic-

pon--mar-19-2009.pdf

� Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG)
– Direct grants from US DOE to municipalities
> 35,000

– Subgrants (~ $8.5M in total) to municipalities
< 35,000 through DOER; program in development

http://www.mass.gov/Eoeea/docs/doer/ARRA/2009/04/02/stimulus-funding-
guidance.pdf
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Green Communities Division

Contact:
Meg Lusardi

Meg.lusardi@state.ma.us
617-626-7364

Mark Sylvia
Mark.sylvia@state.ma.us

617-626-7339

www.mass.gov/energy/greencommunities


